GOBEKLITEPE

A STRIKING EXAMPLE OF THE
FIRST NEOLITHIC SETTLEMENTS

Gobeklitepe, which dates back to 9,600-7750 BC, is one of the
most important known centers of the early Neolithic Age, where
the oldest remains of faith in the world were found.

Communities who lived in this primaeval marvel, passed from
hunting-gathering to sedentism and built monumental megalithic
structures. The T-shaped limestone pillars set in the middle of the
structures are one of the first manifestations of human-made
monumental architecture. The monuments are believed to be used
in social events and rituals.

Some structures are up to 20 metres in diameter, where terraces
stretch along the walls and T-shaped and equally spaced steloe are
installed in the middle.

In the centre of 12 stelae around, there are two other stelae whose
weight reaches 15 tons. The steles, some of which are 5.50 metres
high, are decorated as if they were mythological representations:
depictions of wild animals, geometrical figures, and few abstract
depictions of humans.

In the recent excavations, a life-size wild boar statue made
of limestone was found in Gobeklitepe. The sculpture, which
shows red, white, and black pigment residues on its surface, is
the first painted life-size example found from its period to the
present day.

Inscribed on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2018, the
mysterious and impressive Gobeklitepe promises its visitors a time-
travel into the most unknown periods of human history.

ERKEN DONEM NEOLITIK
YERLESIMLERINE CARPICI BIR ORNEK

Diinyada inanca dair en eski kalintlann bulundugu, tarihi MO 9.600-
7.750'ye dayanan Gobeklitepe, erken Neolitk Cag'in bilinen en dnemli
merkezlerinden biridir.

Gobeklitepe'de, avci-toplayici gezgin yasamdan yerlesik hayata
gecen topluluklar yasamis, anitsal yapilara imza atmustir. Yapilarin
icerisine yerlestirilen T-bicimli, kirectasindan yapilmis dikilitaslar,
insan elinden c¢ikma anitsal mimarinin ik 6rneklerindendir. Bu
anitlarin  toplumsal etkinliklerde ve ritlellerde kullanildigina
inanilmaktadir.

Capi yer yer 20 metreye ulasan, kayalara oyulmus yuvarlak planl
yapilarin icerisinde duvar boyunca giden sekiler, yapilarin orta
yerlerinde T-bicimli esit araliklarla yerlestirilmis dikilitaslar bulunur.

GCevredeki 12 dikilitasin ortasinda kenardakilere gore daha yiksek
yapilmus, adirliklar 15 tona ulasan iki dikilitas meveuttur. Bazilarinin
yuksekligi 5,5 metreye ulasan dikilitaslarin Gzerlerinde, adeta bir
mitolojik anlatimi yansitan yabani hayvan betimlemeleri, geometrik
motifler ve az sayida insan betimlemeleri gorilmektedir.

Son kazilarda Gobeklitepe'de kire¢ tasindan yapilmis gergek
boyutlu bir yaban domuzu heykeli bulunmustur. Yizeyinde kirmizi,
beyaz ve siyah pigment kalintilar gérilen heykel, déneminden
glnimuze kadar bulunan ilk boyali gercek boyutlu 6rnek olma
ozelligini tasimaktadir.

2018 yilinda UNESCO Dulnya Mirasi Listesine eklenen, gizeml
ve etkileyici Gobeklitepe, ziyaretcilerine insanlk tarihinin en az
bilinen dénemlerinden birine bir zaman yolculugu vadediyor.
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DID YOU KNOW ?

Tas Tepeler region is considered the first example of
sedentism and social union on Earth.

Nearly 12,000 years ago, the beginning of the
transformation of shelters inte houses, and in which
real villages emerged.

Tas Tepeler region is also home to the first examples of
organised labour and specialisation.

It is thought that monumental megalithic structures
were communal spaces where people gathered.

New strategies for obtaining and storing food have
been introduced as ‘a result of sedentary lifestyles.
The inhabitants of the region acquired expertise in the
procurement and storage of food.

There are finds indicating humanity's initial use of
pottery and the development of basic trading activities.
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KARAHANTEPE

A HERITAGE WAITING TO BE
DISCOVERED
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In addition to these sites, Sanliurfa Archaeology
Museurn, the richest and the biggest Neolithic
museum in the world, showcases some stunning
artefacts and items from Palaeclithic and
Neolithic eras including the woerld-famous
Balikligol Statue the oldest known, life-sized
statue to have survived intact into the present
from the Pre-Pottery Neolithic Era.
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Bu yerlesim yerlerine ek olarak, dinyamin en
buyik ve en zengin Neolithic muzesi olma
ozelligini tasiyan Sanliurfa Arkeoloji Mizesi,
Paleclitik wve Neolitik caglardan pek c¢ok
etkileyici buluntu ve esyaya ev sahipligi yapiyor.
Bu buluntular arasinde, Canak Cémlek Oncesi
Neolitik Cag'dan glntmize kadar saglam bir
sekilde ulasmis, kirectasindan yapilma en eski
insan boyutlarindaki Balikligel Heykeli de yer
aliyor.




