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In Mustafapasa, one of the
Best Tourism Villages by UN
Tourism, the Church of Saint
Basil stands as a testament
to one of Cappadocia's
great theologians, its walls a
canvas of vibrant frescoes.
Saint Basil was "the Great
Basil of Kayseri”, is the oldest |
and most well-known of the
"Cappadocian Fathers”.

Nearby, the Soganli Valley offers a peaceful retreat,
where ancient rock-cut dwellings and chapels blend
harmoniously with the landscape, providing a quiet space
for contemplation and exploration. You can detour your
journey to the Gumusler Monastery, a hidden gem tucked
away in the peaceful landscape. The monastery's ancient
halls and impressive frescoes stand as a testament to the
devotion of those who once sought refuge here.

One of the Largest Canyons in the World:
lhlara Valley

If you wish to travel beyond time and explore a world you
have never stepped foot on, lhlara Valley is the place you
are searching for.

Due to its unique geological characteristics, this
14-kilometre-long valley boasts churches adorned with
frescoes that have been sculpted into the rocks, reflecting
a monastic ethos. Of the 105 churches, 14 are accessible
to the public, including Agacalti, SUmbiilld, Yilanl, Kokar,
Prenliseki, Egritas, Direkli, Saint Georgeus, Karagedik, Ala,
Bezirhane, Bahattin Samanligi, and Batkin Churches.
Churches near lhlara display Eastern influences, while
those near Belisirma Village are known for their Eastern
Roman (Byzantine) wall paintings.

At the end of this canyon, Selime Cathedral, the largest in
Cappadocia and dating back to the 8th and 9th centuries,
will welcome you. This
cathedral and monastery
complex, strategically
located on a caravan route.
Not only a place for rest and
worship, Selime also served
as a training ground for
regional clergy and hosted
the first loud ritual. The
architecture, predominancly
carved from rock and

art, incorporates a castle on
the upper level.
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WORTH A DETOUR

- Start your day in Cappadocia by rising with the sunin a
hot air balloon, then, have a rich organic-friendly Turkish
breakfast with a view of Fairy Chimneys

- Visit Underground Cities: There are many underground
settlements across Cappadocia and they are our next stop.
The route takes you to the underground cities of Kaymakli
and Derinkuyu. During their peak, these cities sheltered
thousands of people, including the early Christians.

- Stay in a Cave: Cappadocia is a land of natural
wonders; as such, there are some unique experiences every
traveller should try. One of the most rewarding
experiences is staying at one of Cappadocia’s
world-famous "cave hotels”.

- Horseback Riding: One of the most significant ways to
discover Cappadocia is horseback riding. There are daily
horseback tours and multi-day rides around Cappadocia
besides full moon rides where you can explore this
enchanting region at night.

- Hiking/Trekking: Hiking around Cappadocia is a unique
experience offering some of the most surreal scenery in
the world. There are several popular trails, like the Valley of
Pigeons, the Love Valley, the Rose Valley and the Sword
Valley, all of which make you feel like a time traveler and
an adventurer through historic churches, necropolises, and
beautiful nature.

- Cycling: The mountain and road cycling routes that
pass through the valleys offer all types of cyclists a great
variety of options to choose from.

- Pottery Making: Another stop you'd want to make
would be Avanos, the cultural epicenter of Cappadocia.
Avanos is the home of pottery tradition dating way back to
the Hittites. Today, Avanos proudly stands as a member of
the European Route of Ceramics, keeping its heritage alive
through lively workshops and colorful bazaars. Visitors can
try their hand at the potter's wheel, guided by local
masters.

- Skiing: Mount Erciyes, nearby Cappadocia region, is
one of Tiirkiye's top destinations for skiing and
snowboarding. The mountain is an extinct volcano with
dramatic angles and plenty of snow, which create excellent
slopes and perfect conditions for skiers.

- After such a dense journey, it's time to enjoy dinner
with local wines during the sunset. Do not miss the chance
to try the delicious Cappadocian wines. This region, holding
a well-established winemaking tradition for thousands of
years, owes its famous vineyards to the tuff formed by the
volcanic activities. Recognized for its outstanding
winemaking culture, Cappadocia proudly belongs to the
Iter Vitis Cultural Route of the Council of Europe.
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